Willa Cather: Neighbor Rosicky (1930)
Fact box:

	About Willa Cather:
– She is the representative of Regional Naturalism
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– her works are characterized by verbal precision and deep character analysis

– the setting of six of her novels, as well as of the majority of her short stories is Nebraska

– as a regionalist writer her dominant themes are: the relation between town and country, the struggles of European immigrants who went to the prairie region taking with them the traditions and prejudices of the old world, the conflict between earlier American settlers and European newcomers on the frontier, the conflict between the generations, etc.

– in her girlhood in Nebraska she observed many types of immigrants: Czechs, Swedes, Slovaks, Germans, Russians. As a writer she tried to show them internally, in their innermost reactions to their environment. 

– her most famous novels are: O Pioneers! (1913), My Ántonia (1918)
(Virágos 125-26)


Neighbor Rosicky (1930) – Study Questions
1. Analyze the character of Anton Rosicky. What are the values he appreciates the most? What are his worries? What kind of obstacles did he have to face in his life (look at his flashbacks!)? How is he seen by the other characters? Is he a “romantic” character? Is he too naive? What qualities distinguish him (in comparison to his neighbors, for example)? Does he change, grow, evolve over the course of the story? (Support your ideas with quotations!)
2. In the story there are a lot of conflicts, for example, the conflict between wealth and property, the conflict between the generations, as well as between various settings. Discuss how these are related to Rosicky, especially in terms of choices: urban life vs. rural life. What are the differences between urban and rural settings, and what are the differences between American and European cities?
3. In what way can the character of Rosicky be linked to the idea of the American Dream? Are success and accomplishment (as typical American values) desirable, criticized, or looked at with indifference in the short story?
4. How are the other characters affected by Rosicky? Which characters are round (developing), which characters are flat? What is significant about the Rudolph and Polly relationship? What is Rudolph’s role in this story? What is Polly’s role in this story? Does she change or grow? If so, how and why?
5. Solve the following puzzle!
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Across

2.
What city does Rosicky like to remember?

4.
Mary likes to make this special and traditional food for her family...

7.
What is Rosicky's oldest son's name?

8.
What city does Rosicky not like to think about?

10.
Anton Rosicky is a Bohemian...

11.
This characterizes Rosicky as a metropolitan man (doesn't find his place, has a feeling of tension)

Down

1.
What peaceful place does Rosicky stop at on the way home?

3.
What is Anton Rosicky diagnosed with?

5.
Rosicky's rich neighbors are: the ...

6.
According to Rosicky, living in New York was like living in an ...

8.
Rosicky has a special bond with nature, with his own...

9.
Who was Rosicky's Roomate in New York?

5.a. Puzzle on puzzle! Use the specific letters from the solutions of the previous crossword to find out one of the main themes of the short story:
	1. last letter in 8 across
	

	2. fifth letter in 2 across
	

	3. second letter in 7 across
	

	4. seventh letter in 3 down
	

	5. sixth letter in 6 down
	

	6. third letter in 11 across
	

	7. sixth letter in 4 across
	

	8. first letter in 5 down
	

	9. fifth letter in 9 down
	

	10. third letter in 8 down
	

	11. last letter in 10 across
	


Which word was left out? ______________ Where does this place appear in the story and what does it symbolize?
5. b. The solution of 5.a is one of the main themes of the story. It is connected to the symbols of food and hunger. Identify the various manifestations of the previously mentioned theme both on the literal and on the figurative level. Provide examples of scenes where food appears (in physical as well as in spiritual sense). What are the characters hungry for?
